
SUFFRAGE CENTENNIAL WORKSHOP CURRICULUM COVERSHEET 
 
Anne Warner and Marcy James   Central Valley School District 
Teacher       School 
 
Grade Level  7th Grade       History/Social Studies    
 
Learning Objective(s): Washington State Learning Standards 
GLE (EALR) 
4.3.1 Analyzes and interprets historical materials from a variety of perspectives in  
         Washington state and world history.  
 
 4.3. Understands that there are multiple perspectives and interpretations of  
        historical events. 
 
5.2   Uses inquiry based research. 
 
5.2.1 Creates and uses research questions to guide inquiry on social studies 
         issues and historical events. 
 
5.4.1 Analyzes multiple factors, makes generalizations, and interprets primary     
         sources to formulate a thesis in a paper or presentation.  
 
5.4.2 Creates a product.  
 
Humanities Content: 
Women’s History 
Women’s Suffrage 
Washington State Women’s Suffrage 
Women’s Suffrage Literature 
 
 
Activities: 
Cooperative Groups 
Reader’s Theater 
Guided Reading 
Literature Circles 
Jigsaw 
 
 
Student Outcomes (and how did you measure them): 
Dig Deep CBA 
 
 
 
Resources: 



 
 
 
 
 



 
Suffragists of the West 

Ann Warner/Marcy James 
Central Valley School District 

Dig Deep CBA 
Historical Question 

 Why do you think women of the West gained the right to vote so much 
sooner than their sisters in the East?  Take a position on this question 
and use the primary sources provided to you as your evidence.  Make 
sure you cite your sources using MLA format.  Don’t forget to make a 
works cited page! 

Session 1 (2 days) 
 
Meet and Greet Activity: 
As students arrive, pass out the Western Women’s First Handout 
Discussion (Handout Provided) 

 
Warm-up activity:  Historical photos in puzzles.   
Working as a cooperative groups answer: What I know; What I wonder 
questions.  (Handout Provided) 
 
Administer pretest. (Handout Provided) 
 
 Show overview DVD “Not for Ourselves Alone; Elizabeth Cady Stanton & 
Susan B. Anthony” from PBS with guided notes to show the Eastern women’s 
approach to gaining suffrage. (Handout Provided) 
Guided Notes 
Answer Key 
 
Session 2 (1 day) 
Compare & contrast Eliz. C. Stanton & Susan B. Anthony  
Use guided notes and compare contrast worksheet from DVD.  Pass out 
Literature Circle Books and assign groups. (Handout Provided) 



 Liberated Woman: A Life of May Arkwright Hutton by James W. 
Montgomery 

 Fire in the Hole by Mary Cronk Farrell 
 Pioneer Women: The Lives of Women on the Frontier by Linda Peavy and 

Ursala Smith 
  On to Oregon ;  The Diaries of Mary Walker and Myra Eells.  
  The Truth about Sacajawea by Kenneth Thomasma 
 Ladies Were Not Expected by Dorothy M. Morrison 

 
Session 3 (15 pages daily - 10 minutes per class for jobs - reading as 
homework) Local History Learning Activity – Women of the West 
Literature Circles Assign jobs  (Handouts Provided) 
  Discussion Director 
  Vocabulary Enricher 
  Summarizer 
  Travel Chaser 
   
Session 4 (1 day) 
As a group read aloud biographies of Emma Smith Devoe and May 
Arkwight Hutton from the Women of the West Museum  
http://www.autrynationalcenter.org/explore/exhibits/suffrage/index.html  
Use the handout provided to compare and contrast Emma Smith DeVoe and 
May Arkwright Hutton’s contributions to the women’s suffrage movement in 
the west. 
(Handouts Provided) 
Compare Contrast Handout 
Emma Smith Devoe Biography 
May Arkwright Hutton Biography 
 
Session 5 
Local History Learning Activity – Primary Doc analysis 
Jigsaw Activity- divide students into groups 
 Political Cartoons 
 Harland V Washington  
 Narssisa Whitman letter 
 May Arkwright Hutton Letter 
 Historical Photos 

 

http://www.autrynationalcenter.org/explore/exhibits/suffrage/index.html


Session 6 
Abigail  Scott Dunnway DVD 
Guided Notes 
Answer Key 
 
Reader’s Theater 
Women’s Suffrage 
 
Session 7 
That Woman! And Big Noise! 
Play at CVHS with activities 
 
Handout for writing the paper   



 
 
 

 
 
 

Western Women’s Firsts 
 

• Women in the American West were the first in the world to win full voting rights?  
 
 

• No state east of the Mississippi River granted women full voting rights before 
Illinois in 1913?  

 
 

• Women in all western states except three could vote before the 19th Amendment 
made suffrage the law of the land in 1920?  

 
 

• Wyoming was the first U.S. territory to grant suffrage (1869), the first to allow 
women on juries (1870), and the first state to elect a woman governor?  

 
 

• Utah women were the second to win the right to vote in 1870, but Congress took 
their right to vote away because of their religion in 1881?  

 
 

• Texas, Oklahoma, Arkansas, and Tennessee were the only southern states to ratify 
the 19th Amendment?  

 
 

• The first state where suffrage was put on the ballot was in Kansas (1867)?  
 
 

• The first three women elected to a state legislature were in Colorado (1894)?  
 
 

• The first woman elected to the U.S. House of Representatives was Jeannette 
Rankin of Montana?  

©2000 Women of the West Museum 



What I Know What I Wonder 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Women’s Suffrage Pretest 
 
Name___________________________________ 
Date________________________________Class_______ 
 
 
Why couldn’t women vote? 
 
 
 
What other rights were denied? 
 
 
Who were some of the national leaders in the women’s suffrage movement?  How are 
they remembered? 
 
 
 
Who were some of the Pacific Northwest leaders in the women’s suffrage movement?  
How are they remembered? 
 
 
 
What were some of the challenges during the fight to get the vote for women? 
 
 
 
 
Why did the women in Washington State get the vote ten years earlier than all the rest of 
the country?  What went right? 
 
 



Compare/Contrast Guide 

 

How are they alike 

Elizabeth Cady 
Stanton 

Susan B. Anthony 
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How are they different 



Discussion Director-Literature Circles 
Name: _________________________ Book: ______________________________ 
Date: __________________ Assignment: _______________________________ 
Discussion Director: Your job is to write a list of questions that your group might 
want to discuss about this part of the book. These questions will guide your group to 
discover what daily life was like for women of the west.   
Questions: 
1.______________________________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________________________________ 
2.______________________________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________________________________ 
3.______________________________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________________________________ 
4.______________________________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________________________________ 
5.______________________________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________________________________ 
Sample Questions: 
What types of chores did a woman do during a typical day’s work? 
Who was responsible for starting “civilized” organizations? (churches, schools, libraries) 
What types of things did women do for entertainment? 
Who was responsible for the education of the children? 
Who made daily decisions about money? 



   Vocabulary Enricher-Literature Circles    
 

Name: _________________________ Book: ______________________________ 
Date: _______________________        Assignment: _______________________________ 
 
Vocabulary Enricher: Your job is to look for a few important words in your reading. If 
you find words that are puzzling or unfamiliar, mark them down on this page while you are 
reading. Later, you can look them up in a dictionary and write down their definitions. You 
may also find words in the reading that are significant to the story. Mark these words too, 
and be ready to point them out to the group. When your circle meets, help members find 
and discuss the words. 
 

Words and Definitions: 
Page and 
Paragraph 

Word Definition 

 
 

  

 
 

  

 
 

  

 
 

  

 
 

  

 
 

  

 
 

  

 
 

  

 
 

  

 
 

  

 
 

  

 
 

  

 
 

  

 
 

  

 



Summarizer-Literature Circles 
 

Name: _________________________ Book: ______________________________ 
Date: __________________  Assignment: _______________________________ 
 
Summarizer: Your job is to prepare a summary of the reading. Don’t tell the whole 
story, just focus on the important parts. The other members of your group will be 
counting on you to give them a quick statement that tells about the story (the 
summary), and the key points. 
 
 
Summary: 
 
________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
 
 
Key Points 
 
1.______________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________
2.______________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________
3.______________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________
4.______________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________
5.______________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________ 



Travel Tracer-Literature Circles 
 

Name: _________________________ Book: ______________________________ 
Date: __________________  Assignment: _______________________________ 
 
Travel Tracer: In a book where characters move around a lot and the scenes change 
frequently, it is important for everyone in your group to know where things are 
happening and how the setting may have changed. Even if the scenery doesn’t 
change much, the setting is still a very important part of the story. Your job is to 
track where the action takes place. Describe each setting in detail, either in words or 
with a picture map that you can show and discuss with your group. Be sure to give 
the page numbers. 
 
 
Where the action begins: 
            
            
            
            
            
            
            
             
 
 
Where the key events happened: 
            
            
            
            
            
            
            
             
 
 
Where the events ended: 
            
            
            
            
            
            
            
             



Compare/Contrast Guide 

 

How are they alike 

Emma Smith Devoe May Awkwright 
Hutton 
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How are they different 



 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
Emma Smith Devoe 

(1848-1927). 
 
Emma Smith was born in Roseville, Illinois, on August 22, 1848, the same year that the 
first Women's Rights Convention took place in Seneca Falls, New York. She was such a 
gifted musician that she earned a teaching position at Eureka College. In 1880, she 
married John "Henry" DeVoe, a successful railroad attorney. Marriage did not deter 
Emma's growing thirst for political and social reform. When Susan B. Anthony visited 
Illinois, she inspired the young Emma to a life working for women's rights and suffrage. 
 
The DeVoes moved to Huron, South Dakota, in 1881. The couple returned to Harvey, 
Illinois, in the 1890s, when wanderlust struck them once again. In 1905, they moved to 
Tacoma, Washington, where Emma launched her new life's work as one of Washington's 
leading suffrage organizers. 



 
As president of the Washington Equal Suffrage Association, DeVoe earned a reputation 
as a refined, eloquent speaker who invoked a sense of patriotism. "There is nothing in the 
Constitution of the United States...that should prevent women the right of franchise," 
DeVoe often began her lectures. "Taxation without representation is tyranny." The 
musician suffragist sometimes ended her lectures with an inspirational song. 
 
DeVoe's work as a paid suffrage organizer was difficult and tiring. She worked with 
suffrage leaders throughout Washington but sometimes disagreed with their ideas and 
actions. One example was her ongoing conflict with the exuberant May Arkwright 
Hutton of Spokane, whose political style was too flashy and aggressive, DeVoe believed. 
Another disagreement was with Seattle leaders such as Alice Lord, whose focus was on 
organizing women workers rather than working for suffrage. 
 
By 1910, the forces for women's right to vote seemed to coalesce. A referendum would 
be held that year, in which the state's male voters would determine the outcome. DeVoe 
devoted herself to organizing local suffrage groups, whose help was crucial to winning 
voters to the cause. May Arkwright Hutton organized in eastern Washington, and national 
suffrage leaders lectured across the state. When the vote was taken, women's suffrage had 
finally passed. Washington thus became the fifth suffrage state in the West and in the 
nation. 

DeVoe now immersed herself in the campaign to win the vote in other states. She formed 
the National Council of Women Voters, which consisted of women from all of the 
western voting states. The council published articles, organized speaking tours, and gave 
testimony about the positive effects of women's participation in politics and voting. 
DeVoe continued this work for the next two decades. 

After the victorious 1910 campaign, Emma and her husband longed for some peaceful, 
family life. They purchased the "Villa DeVoe" in the pine trees fourteen miles outside of 
Tacoma. There, DeVoe entertained important guests traveling through for suffrage and 
other political activities. The house also became her archive. For years DeVoe collected 
trunks and barrels full of suffrage documents, pamphlets, and clippings. A friend 
"rescued" DeVoe's suffrage treasure trove, which is now permanently housed at the 
Washington State Library in Olympia. 

Emma Smith DeVoe remained active in women's politics until her death on September 3, 
1927. Her lifetime of service to the suffrage cause earned her an honored place in the 
National Women's Hall of Fame in the year 2000. 

 

©2000 Women of the West Museum 

 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

May Arkwright Hutton (1860-1915), Washington Suffragist. 
Cheney Cowles Museum/Eastern Washington State Historical Society 

 

May Arkwright Hutton may well be one of the most flamboyant and eccentric suffrage 
leaders in the West. Her early upbringing was rough. May was born and grew up in 
Mahoning County, Ohio. When she was ten years old, her parents abandoned her to be 
raised by her nearly blind grandmother. May quickly learned self-reliance, and she used 
her large size to her advantage in getting the jobs she needed to support herself. 

Bert Munn, a mule driver at a nearby coal mine, married May in 1882. When Bert 
disappeared, May determined that she would head west to seek better times. She landed 
at Coeur d'Alene, Idaho, tagging along with a group of coal miners with gold fever. By 
1885, May worked as a waitress in the mining camp of Wadern, then opened her own 
restaurant along the new narrow-gauge railroad in a two-room shack in present-day 
Kellogg, Idaho. With hard work, she invested her earnings by grubstaking other miners, 
hoping to get in on the ground floor if a mine struck it rich. 

 
 



May sympathized with the down-and-out miners she saw each day. She also knew that 
women could be tough and deserved respect. She was drawn to both the union movement 
and the suffrage campaigns that were blossoming around her. In 1887, May married Levi 
W. Hutton, a man with money and a thirst for mining. The couple moved to Wallace, 
Idaho, where they invested in the Hercules Mine. May worked alongside the men to 
develop the mine. Soon, an "avalanche of black waste-like ashes" came spewing out of 
the mine -- a substance quickly identified as high-grade silver ore. By 1901 May and Levi 
were now wealthy mine owners. 

A taste for city life brought the Huttons to Spokane, Washington, in 1906, where May 
immersed herself in local politics and women's causes. Because Idaho women had won 
the vote in 1896, May could speak firsthand about the good effect of women's suffrage 
there. She quickly became known as a feisty, straight-talking suffrage organizer across 
eastern Washington. Her energy and exuberance contrasted sharply with other more 
refined leading suffragists like Emma Smith DeVoe, who approached potential male 
supporters with a polite, subtle message. May Hutton preferred to "clap 'em on the back, 
pass out cigars, and swap stories with 'em." 

The efforts of Washington suffragists of all persuasions paid off in 1910, when the state's 
male electorate approved women's suffrage. May Hutton died happy just five years later 
in 1915. 

 



Sept. 12th. - Breakfasted at the saw mill five miles from Vancouver, and made 
preparations for entering it. You may be surprised to hear of a saw mill here when I said 
that there was no timber on the Columbia. Since we passed the Cascades the scene is 
changed, and we are told there is timber all the way to the coast. 
Eve. - We are now in Vancouver, the New York of the Pacific Ocean. Our first sight, as 
we approached the fort, was two ships lying in the harbor, one of which, the Neriade, 
Captain Royal, had just arrived from London. The Columbia, Captain Dandy, came last 
May, and has since been to the Sandwich Islands, and returned. On landing we first met 
Mr. Townsend, whom we saw at Walla Walla. He is from Philadelphia, and has been in 
the mountains two years. He is sent here by a society to collect the different species of 
bipeds, and quadrupeds, peculiar to this country. We brought a parcel of letters to him, 
the first he had received since he had left home. Mr. Townsend led us into the fort. But 
before we reached the home of the chief Factor, Dr. McLoughlin, we were met by several 
gentlemen, who came to give us a welcome, Mr. Douglas, Mr. Tolmie and Dr. 
McLoughlin, of the Hudson's Bay Company, who invited us in and seated us on the sofa. 
Soon we were introduced to Mrs. McLoughlin and Mrs. Douglas, both natives of the 
country-half breeds. After chatting a little we were invited to walk in the garden. 
What a delightful place this is; what a contrast to the rough, barren sand plains, through 
which we had so recently passed. Here we find fruit of every description, apples, peaches, 
grapes, pears, plums, and fig trees in abundance; also cucumbers, melons, beans, peas, 
beets, cabbage, tomatoes and every kind of vegetable too numerous to be mentioned. 
Every part is very neat and tastefully arranged, with fine walks, lined on each side with 
strawberry vines. At the opposite end of the garden is a good summer house covered with 
grape vines. Here I must mention the origin of these grapes and apples. A gentlemen, 
twelve years ago while at a party in London, put the seeds of the grapes and apples which 
he ate into his vest pocket. Soon afterwards he took a voyage to this country and left them 
here, and now they are greatly multiplied. 
After promenading as much as we wished, and returning, we were met by Mrs. Copendel, 
a lady from England, who arrived in the ship Columbia last May, and Miss Maria, 
daughter of Dr. McLoughlin, quite an interesting young lady. After dinner we were 
introduced to Rev. Mr. Beaver and lady, a clergyman of the Church of England, who 
arrived last week in the ship Neriade. This is more than we expected when we left home-
that we should be privileged with the acquaintance and society of two English ladies. 
Indeed, we seem to be nearly allied to Old England, for most of the gentlemen of the 
Company are from there or Scotland. 
We have not found Rev. Samuel Parker here, to our great disappointment. He went to 
Oahu in the ship Columbia, a few weeks before we arrived. We have mourned about it 
considerably, for we thought it would be so acceptable to our dear parents and friends at 
home to hear him say that he had seen us alive here, after completing this long, unheard-
of journey. Besides, I wished to send home many things which I cannot now. More than 
all this, his counsels and advice would have been such a relief to us, at this important 
time, as to location, character of the Indians, and the like. But it is wisely ordered, and we 
submit. He appears to have been a favorite here, and to have done much good. 
The Messrs. Lee left Vancouver on Saturday last for their station on the Wallamet. Mr. 
Daniel Lee has been out of health, and for the year past has been at Oahu. He returned on 
the Neriade, benefited by his visit. 


	1. Ann Marcy Coversheet
	2. Ann Marcy Curriculum
	3. Western Women's First
	4. What I know; What I wonder
	5. prestest session 1 Ann Marcy
	6. CompareContrastGuideElizandSus Ann Marcy
	7.Discussion Director Ann Marcy
	8.Vocabenricher Ann Marcy
	9. summarizer Ann Marcy
	10.traveltracer1 Ann Marcy
	11.CompareContrastGuidedevoeandhutton Ann Marcy
	12.Emma Smith Devoe-Biography Ann Marcy
	13.May Arkwright Hutton biography Ann Marcy
	14. Keep NW Diary Ann Marcy
	15. getimage Hutton letter Ann Marcy
	16 a.AnswerKeydunniway Ann Marcy
	17.AbigailscottDuniwayDVDGuidednotes Ann Marcy
	18. You are ready to write Ann Marcy

